Fleuroselect celebrates
40th anniversary in
Polish style

In July Fleuroselect celebrated its 40th annivar-
sary with its first annual convention to be held in
Poland. Hosted by member Vitroflora and own-
ors the Pawlak family, the convention centred in
Bydgoszcz where delegates were introduced to
the Polish horticultural market.

Visits were made to Vitroflora's expanding nursery and
young plant facility and its modem in-vitro laboratories.
Polish horticultural companies were also partners in the
event making this not only a Fleuroselect convention, but
also a meeting platform for Polish breeders and producers
of ornamentals.

Special attention was given to the 40th anniversary of the
Fleuroselect organisation with a contribution from the last
living founder M. Simon Groot. Founded to protect open-
pollinated new seed raised variglies via a gentlernan’s
agreement, Fleuroselect has grown and flourished into an
international platform representing breeders and distribu-
tors of both seed and cutting raised ornamentals.

On behalf of Hem Zaden and Hem Genetics, Nether-
lands, Mr. Jan Sijm accepted the 2011 Fleuroselect
Gold Medal from Fleuraselect President, Mr. Nils
Klemm, for Lathyrus odoratus "Villa Horma Scarlet’. This
new empress in the current range of compact sweet
peas was awarded the Fleuroselact Gold medal for its
innovative, striking, bright colour, its overall attractive-
ness and for its excellent garden performance.

The 2011 Fleuroselect Gold Medal for Zinnia mary-
landica ‘Double Zahara Fire' was presented to Mr.
Jean-Frangois Ignasse of PanAmerican Seed U.S.A.
‘Double Zahara Fire', the first disease-tolerant Zinnia
with truly double flowers, has been developed for use
in mass landscape plantings in high light and warm
temperate climates. It flowers from late spring to first
frosts making low-maintenance borders, while the
sizzling, red-orange hue intensifies outdoors to make a
spectacular display.

The winner of the 2010 Fleuroselect Industry Award
15 Petunia x hybrida "Phantom’ from Ball FloraPlant,
West Chicago. The unigue flower colour combination
of this novel Petunia captivated the 28 international
judges. It was the unique colour of this Petunia that
won over the experts. Ball FloraPlant has grown a real
eye-catcher in "Phantom’, was the judges’ conclu-
sion. It is a plant with a genuine “WOW!" effect and
no comparison, The ‘Phantom’s pelals are velvety,
almost black, with a striking, yellow star centre, The
varisty bred by Ball FloraPlant’s Jian Ping Ren is
distributed in Europe by Florensis, Graines Voltz and
Ball Colegrave. [i
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